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Present: Chairman Mrs P Young, Cllr R Patient, Cllr S May, Cllr Mrs L Shaw, Cllr M 
Strubel and Cllr Mrs M Weir. 
 
51. Apologies for non-attendance at meeting: 

Cllr Mrs E Gadsdon (unwell), Cllr V Leach (unwell), Cllr R Gardner (work 
commitments), Cllr D Weir (unwell) had given apologies.  
Members accepted the apologies tendered.  
 

52. Declarations of any: 
a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest; 
b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or 
c) Non-Pecuniary Interest 
on any matter on the agenda for 14th November 2016:  
None were declared. 

 
53. Public Forum:   

No Members of the public were present.   
 
54. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2016 and to 

approve the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as a correct record and Members 
approved the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting. 

 
55. Action List Update – November 2016:  

55.1 Members were referred to Agenda item 7 (Minute 57).   
55.2 Members noted the Clerk would be attending the Essex County Council 

Communities Initiative Fund Panel (CIF) meeting in November and the 
outcome of that meeting would be relayed to Members in due course.   

55.3 Members noted that the Magnolia Park car park had now been cleaned and 
re-lined and were pleased with the work. Members agreed to close the item.    

55.4 Members noted the resident who had been granted permission to plant a 
memorial tree in Spencers Park had been in contact with the Clerk. Planting 
had been deferred to early 2017 to allow for better ground conditions.  

55.5 Stillwater Management had started work on the pond and the Clerk had 
informed RDC of the remit of the works. It was anticipated work would be 
ongoing for several weeks. Cllr M Strubel raised questions about the current 
poor state of the attenuation pond sited close to Magnolia Park, but as 
Anglian Water were responsible for the pond it was noted that was not a 
matter for the Parks Committee.   

55.6 Research for the wording for the new signs in Magnolia Park was underway, 
but other priorities had meant the project had been delayed. The Clerk 
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informed Members the matter had been raised at the RDC Parish Parks 
Forum and advice could be obtained from that forum going forward.   

55.7 Members were informed that the mini digger and trailer had now been 
delivered and agreed to close the item.  

55.8 A local contractor had assessed the deteriorating wall post in Elizabeth Close 
Playground and felt the condition of the post wasn’t severe enough to 
demand urgent work, but advised it be monitored. The Clerk recommended 
to add £300 to the 2017/18 budget to cover future works and to continue to 
monitor the post, which was agreed by Members. 

55.9 Members had previously agreed to close this item, but felt it was worth noting 
that following the Forum for Surface Water Flooding Issues (Flood Forum), 
RDC had agreed to liaise with the ECC Flood Team regarding submitting a 
grant bid for excavation works to clear out the ditch alongside Spencers Park 
(Briar Close). Members were informed the resident had been in contact with 
RDC and was aware of the progress to date.  

55.10 The Clerk explained no further information had been made available 
regarding the attack on a dog walker in Magnolia Park. Members therefore 
agreed to close the item.  

55.11 Members were reminded of their decision to research CCTV options for 
Magnolia Park. The Clerk informed Members she had made preliminary 
enquiries, but felt the remit needed to be agreed before she could pursue the 
matter further. It was noted that there needed to be a lot of consideration and 
research into the legalities before a decision could be made. 

55.12 The Clerk had contacted Wicksteed for a quote to relocate the Adult Gym 
within Magnolia Park and was continually chasing them for the information, 
but in the interim had to estimate the cost. She had therefore included £1.5k 
in the 2017/18 budget bid to cover relocation.  

55.13 Members noted the RDC Parish Parks Forum had been resurrected and a 
meeting had taken place on the 8th November 2016. Cllrs Mrs Shaw, Mrs 
Weir and Mrs Young had attended, along with the Clerk and all agreed it had 
been very constructive and interesting and hoped that the ideas put forward 
would come into fruition. It was also noted that the new service company set 
up by RDC, ’Green Gateway Trading Ltd’ would go live in December 2016.  

Members noted and accepted the Action Update List and agreed to the removal of 
the closed items. 

 
56. Financial Report – October 2016: 

There were no questions and Members accepted the Financial Report. 
 

57. Magnolia Park Children’s Playground Project:  
a) Vandalism  

Members felt the design for the ‘open bridge’ which would replace the vandalised 
rope bridge was more practical and less likely to face vandalism. It was agreed 
the cost of replacement was high (£2.1k) and that budget constraints meant that 
the section could not be replaced within the current year. The Clerk informed 
Members that an amount of £2.5k had been included in the budget for 2017/18 
to cover replacement costs.    
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b) Official Opening Ceremony – Letter of thanks from Chairman of Essex 
County Council (ECC): 
The Chairman thanked those Members who had attended the Opening 
Ceremony. Members noted the letter from the Chairman of ECC. 

 
58. Agree Parks Budget for 2017/18 for recommendation to Finance Committee: 

The Clerk went through the 2017/18 Parks Budget proposal line by line.  
Members noted that a new code had been created for the Adult Gym and agreed it 
was warranted given the costs the gym continued to incur. Members questioned the 
significant increase (£11k) proposed for the Works salaries and wages and the 
Clerk explained the figure included a 1% increase for current staff and a £10k 
contingency for the employment of additional Park staff. Members briefly discussed 
options around this, which included hiring apprentices and/or outsourcing work.  
Members also noted the Clerk had included a £1.5k contingency within the Works 
Property Maintenance cost centre for the possible installation of CCTV in Magnolia 
Park, but were reminded of their earlier conversation about the need to research the 
matter thoroughly (Minute 55.12). 
Members approved the Parks Budget for 2017/18 for recommendation to the 
Finance Committee. 

 
59. Summary of Decisions: 

 Parks Budget for 2017/18 approved for recommendation to Finance Committee. 
 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:05pm 
Chairman 


