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Present: Chairman Mrs P Young, Cllr Mrs E Gadsdon, Cllr R Gardner, Cllr S May, Cllr 
Mrs L Shaw, Cllr M Strubel, Cllr S Wootton & Cllr Mrs M Weir. 
 
62. Apologies for non-attendance at meeting: 

Cllr J Titmuss & Cllr D Weir had given apologies.  
Members received the apologies tendered.  
 

63. Declarations of any: 
a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest; 
b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or 
c) Non-Pecuniary Interest 
on any matter on the agenda for 13th November 2017:  
No declarations were made relating to a), b) and/or c). Members also made no 
declarations relating to any change in their Register of Members’ Interests. 
 

64. Public Forum:   
No members of the public were present.    

 
65. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th October 2017 and to 

approve the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as a correct record and Members 
approved the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting. 

 
66. Action List Update – November 2017:  

66.1 Members noted the two new signs for the Magnolia Nature Reserve had 
been installed and agreed to close the item. 

66.2 Members noted budget provisions for 2017/18 had been made, along with a 
provision in the Ear Marked Reserves (EMR) for the deteriorating wall post in 
Elizabeth Close Playground. 

66.3 Members noted the 2017/18 budget had included a contingency for possible 
CCTV, but that further investigations were necessary. Cllr Mrs L Shaw 
advised Members that CCTV regulations were currently being increased, and 
Members noted the difficulties around installing CCTV.  

66.4 Members noted a site visit with the Wicksteed Representative had taken 
place and re-location of the Adult Gym would take place in December 2017.    

66.5 Members noted the next RDC Parish Parks’ Forum was on the 22nd 
November 2017 at 1pm in the Civic Suite in Rayleigh. Cllrs Mrs M Weir, P 
Young and the Clerk were due to attend. 

66.6 Members noted further enquiries were due to be made surrounding 
installation costs of a borehole to improve the water levels of the Magnolia 
Pond.  The Clerk had contacted the British Geological Society regarding the 
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ground water levels to understand if it would be feasible to have a bore hole 
at the site and was currently seeking information on estimated installation 
costs. 

66.7 Members noted that budgetary consideration had been proposed for 2018/19 
for possible future fencing replacement in Magnolia Park.  

66.8 Members were referred to Agenda item 8 (Minute 69).   
66.9 Members were referred to Agenda item 9 (Minute 70). 
66.10 The Clerk informed Members she had contacted the Council’s insurance 

company to seek advice about the correct wording for a gate closure sign at 
Magnolia Park. She had also spoken with the resident who opened and 
closed the date who was content with the proposed wording put forward. 
Members enquired if dates needed to be added to the seasons quoted on the 
sign, but it was agreed no additional text was necessary. Members approved 
the wording for the Magnolia car park gate closure sign and instructed the 
Clerk to arrange for installation.  

Members noted and accepted the Action Update List and agreed to the removal of 
the closed items. 

 
67. Financial Report – October 2017: 

Members noted and were encouraged to learn the budget was underspent.  
There were no questions and Members accepted the Financial Report. 
 

68. Business Continuity – Parks Works: 
a) Update on current works  
The Clerk informed Members that work was being successfully managed and was 
progressing well in the Parks and Open Spaces. The regular contractor had 
achieved a great deal over a four-day period in October in Spencers, Magnolia, 
Elizabeth Close and Glencroft and residents had continued to praise the work that 
had been carried out. It was expected the contractor would work a total of five days 
in November. The Clerk also informed Members that a lot of work had been done in 
the Magnolia Store, with a large quantity of scrap and waste removed, along with a 
general tidy-up both inside and outside of the store. It was noted that the contractor 
had taken the scrap metal to Rochford Scrap which had provided Council with an 
income of £45. Members were also informed that a specialised contractor had been 
employed to cut the Magnolia Park bridle path which had taken 1.5 days and the 
same contractor would soon carry out the agreed works in Glencroft Open Space.  
Several Members discussed the compliments they had personally received from 
residents about how the Parks and Open Spaces were looking and requested the 
Clerk pass on thanks to the contractor for his work.  
 

69. Store alarm: quotes for consideration: 
Members noted the report from the Clerk which included quotes from ADT and 
Blake Fire & Security Systems. It was noted that the ADT quote (£1.4k over 1 year) 
was significantly higher than the Blake Fire & Security quote (£739 over 1 year). 
Members enquired if the products were like-for-like and the Clerk confirmed they 
were based on similar systems. It was further noted that the keyholder service 
provided by Blake was extremely useful and something that Council would require. 
Cllr Mrs L Shaw proposed that service with ADT be discontinued and a new alarm 
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be installed by Blake Fire & Security System which was seconded by Cllr R Gardner 
with all Members in agreement.  
 

70. Quotes for new piece of playground equipment in Magnolia Playground: 
Members were reminded that the old springy bike in Magnolia Park Playground was 
due to be replaced, with £1.5k allocated to the budget for 2017/18, along with £4k 
which had been unspent in the Capital Purchase budget for playgrounds. Members 
had previously discussed a proposal to replace the springy with a ‘nest swing’ and 
had requested costings from suppliers.  Members noted that the quote from 
Wicksteed (£3.4k) was considerably lower than that provided by Park Leisure 
(£7.8k) and that the work being undertaken by Wicksteed to relocate the adult gym 
meant there was considerable savings as the nest swing could be installed at the 
same time. Members discussed the different frames on the swings, noting the 
different designs between suppliers.  
Members were aware that the family of the late Chairman who had intended to raise 
funds to go towards the swing, had unfortunately not been positioned to do so. 
Chairman Mrs P Young moved from the Chair to proceed with the purchase and 
installation of a new nest swing from Wicksteed. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs L 
Shaw with all Members in agreement.  
 

71. Agree Parks Budget 2018/19 (Bid 1) for recommendation to the Finance 
Committee: 
Members went through the Parks budget line by line, noting an overall reduction of 
£10.7k from £89,655 for 2017/18 to £78,958 for 2018/19. Members noted the 
significant reduction in relation to salaries and wages, with a £10k allocation for a 
possible apprentice unable to be justified at the current time. Members also noted 
that following the decision earlier in the meeting to replace the store alarm a further 
£300 could be reduced from the telephone cost centre as the new alarm did not 
require a phone line. Members also discussed the provision for the Magnolia Store 
electricity and noted that costs could increase dependent on the new usage levels 
which would become clear in the coming months. Questions were also raised 
around pension contributions for staff and the Clerk informed Members that they 
had been factored into the budget. 
Members enquired about the additional works carried out in the Groundsman’s 
absence and it was noted operations had continued within budget. Members further 
discussed an increase in the dog/litter bin disposal cost centre, noting that costs for 
the removal of such waste had increased significantly over the years and therefore 
foresaw an increase in service impacting Council.  
Cllr Mrs L Shaw proposed that the Parks Committee budget for 2018/19 be 
approved for recommendation to the Finance Committee. This was seconded by 
Cllr S May with all Members in agreement.   
 

72. Summary of Decisions: 

• Magnolia Park gate closure sign approved; Clerk to arrange for production and 
installation. 

• Thanks to be passed to contractor maintaining Parks and Open Spaces during 
Groundsman’s absence for exemplary work following residents’ comments. 
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• Installation of new Magnolia Store intruder alarm to go ahead; ADT service to be 
terminated. 

• Purchase of Wicksteed new nest swing for Magnolia Playground approved; 
installation to go ahead at the same time of Adult Gym relocation.  

• Parks budget for 2018/19 approved for recommendation to the Finance 
Committee. 
 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:19pm. 
 

Chairman 
  


