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Present: Chairman Cllr Mrs Young, Cllr R Gardner, Cllr V Leach, Cllr R Patient, Cllr Mrs 
Shaw, Cllr M Strubel, Cllr D Weir, Mrs M Weir Cllr Mrs P Young. 
 
12. Apologies for non-attendance at meeting: 

Cllr Mrs L Corsham (holiday). Members accepted the apologies tendered.  
 
13. Declarations of any: 

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest; 
b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or 
c) Non-Pecuniary Interest 
on any matter on the agenda for 13th June 2016:  
None were declared. 

 
14. Public Forum:   

District Cllr Julie Gooding was present.  
 
15. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2016 and to approve 

the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as a correct record and Members 
approved the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting. 

 
16. Action List Update - June 2016:  

16.1 Members noted a date for the Parish Parks Forum was still due.   
16.2 Members were referred to Agenda item 7 (Minute 18)   
16.3 Members were referred to Agenda item 9 (Minute 20)  
16.4 Members noted a letter had been sent to the resident who had made 

enquiries about a fence along Glencroft Open Space and her boundary. 
Members agreed to keep the item on the Action List for a further month. 

16.5 Members noted letters had been sent to residents in the vicinity of the illegal 
dumping at Spencers Park and the Clerk had received a call from one 
resident about the matter. Members agreed to close the item.   

Members noted and accepted the Action Update List and agreed to the removal of 
the closed items. 

 
17. Financial Report –May 2016: 

The Chairman noted that Parks was on track. There were no questions and 
Members accepted the Financial Report. 
 

18. Magnolia Park Children’s Playground Project: verbal update 
The Clerk told Members that Driveways Essex had started work on the tarmacking 
and notice of the closure had been posted on social media with residents pleased 
with the renovation news. The Clerk had also been in discussion with Wicksteed 
who had experienced a delay due to the weather and were in the process of finding 
a new team in order to meet the project timescale. Members noted the update. 
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19. Purchase of rear and forward facing demountable recordable cameras for 
tractor:  
Members discussed the possible purchase of two cameras (£210) and some 
Members noted advantages, explaining the recordable devices would aid the 
Groundsman when he was working on the tractor faced with restricted views/blind 
spots during its operation. Members had been made aware of several issues in the 
past with children and animals getting dangerously close to the tractor, despite 
warnings being put in place, and felt the camera would allow the Groundsman 
improved vision and also be a source of practical evidence in case of any 
unfortunate accidents. It was also mentioned the Groundsman’s recent health issue 
would be aided by the addition of a rear-facing camera. It was further noted that the 
cameras would be removable so they could also be used in other vehicles, if 
required. Members acknowledged the use of cameras would also have to include 
the appropriate signs that filming was in operation.  
Members opposed to the purchase of the camera stressed strong opinions and felt 
the purchase was needless and would distract the Groundsman while driving. 
Members felt it would be practical to refer the item to the Personnel Committee in 
order to explore engaging the services provided by Occupational Health 
professionals.  
Members objected to the purchase of the cameras with five Members against and 
four in favour. Chairman Mrs Young suggested the item be referred to Personnel 
Committee meeting, which would be arranged by the Clerk in due course. 
 

20. Quotes for various works: 
a) Magnolia Park  
Pond work – Members noted Stillwater Management would be attending a site visit 
on Wednesday 15th June 2016 to provide a quote free of charge. Members noted 
that FenGroup’s initial site visit incurred a cost of £450+VAT, but felt it was 
important to secure two independent quotes for the work. Cllr Mrs Weir confirmed 
attendance at the Stillwater site meeting along with Chairman Mrs Young and the 
Clerk.  
Car park – The Chairman reminded Members that the Health & Safety Committee 
had addressed issues with the surfacing of the car park and the Clerk had therefore 
obtained the necessary quotes for that work. For the initial stage of improvement, 
tarmacking repairs were necessary and the Clerk had obtained two quotes from 
A&B Plant (£880) and Driveways Essex (£800). Post completion of that work, 
relining was then needed and she had obtained two quotes from The Line Master 
(£725) and Driveways Essex (£850). The quotes included marking approximately 
15-20 spaces, new hatched areas, disabled parking, ‘no parking areas’ and three 
speed humps in the entrance passageway. The Clerk also pointed out that cleaning 
of the car park would be necessary prior to any line work.  
Members agreed to opt for Driveways Essex (£800) for the tarmacking repairs and 
The Line Master (£725) for the lining work.  
Playground – The Clerk had obtained a quote from Southend Handyman for £375 
to repaint two sets of swings and the existing picnic table in the playground. 
Members agreed to proceed with the quote.  
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b) Spencers Park  
The Clerk had started to obtain quotes at the request of Members for relaying the 
two footpaths which had deteriorated through Spencers Park. She presented 
Members with three options: chippings (£20m2 at a total cost of £9,000); concrete 
(£45m2 at a total cost of £20,250) and tarmac (£50m2 at a total cost of £22,500). 
Members discussed the quotes and noted the surface would need to be suitable for 
wheelchair users. The Chairman asked the Clerk to explore the costs of a resin 
based surface, along with those already explored. Members acknowledged there 
was no money in the budget for the work so external funding would have to be 
secured. Cllr Leach pointed out that the Council reserves could be used if there was 
a shortfall in funding, but some Members raised concerns. Members noted the 
update and the Clerk confirmed she would continue to obtain further quotes and 
update Member accordingly.   

 
21. Summary of Decisions: 

 Renovation work under way in the Children’s Playground at Magnolia Park. 

 Purchase of rear and front facing demountable cameras rejected.  

 Extraordinary Personnel Committee meeting to be arranged. 

 Pond site visit with Stillwater Management arranged for Wednesday 15th June with 
Chairman Mrs Young, Cllr Mrs Weir and the Clerk.  

 Members agreed to proceed with Magnolia car park repairs, opting for Driveways 
Essex for tarmacking and the Line Master for the line markings. 

 Clerk to obtain further quotes for Spencers Park pathways, including researching 
costs for a resin based product.  
 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:36pm 
Chairman 


