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Present: Vice Chair Cllr S May, Cllr R Gardner, Cllr R Patient, Cllr Ms A Rees-Jones, Cllr 
J Titmuss, Cllr S Wootton & Cllr Mrs M Weir. 
 
73. Apologies for non-attendance at meeting: 

Chairman Mrs P Young, Cllr Mrs E Gadsdon, Cllr Mrs N Shaw, Cllr M Strubel & Cllr 
D Weir had given apologies.  
Members received the apologies tendered.  
 

74. Declarations of any: 
a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest; 
b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or 
c) Non-Pecuniary Interest 
on any matter on the agenda for 12th February 2018:  
No declarations were made relating to a), b) and/or c). Members also made no 
declarations relating to any change in their Register of Members’ Interests. 
 

75. Public Forum:   
No members of the public were present.    

 
76. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2017 and to 

approve the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as a correct record and Members 
approved the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting. 

 
77. Action List Update – February 2017:  

77.1 Members noted budget provisions had been made, along with a provision in 
the Ear Marked Reserves (EMR) for the deteriorating wall post in Elizabeth 
Close Playground. Cllr J Titmuss enquired who was monitoring the wall and 
the Clerk confirmed she was reviewing the state of the wall and would alert 
Rochford District Council (RDC) Building Control if there were any signs the 
wall had become hazardous.  

77.2 Members noted the 2017/18 budget had included a contingency for CCTV, 
but that brief investigation had shown installation of CCTV was not advisable 
given the challenges and complications surrounding data protection. 
Members agreed there was no evidence there was a need for the CCTV and 
agreed to close the item.   

77.3 Members noted the Adult Gym had been relocated. The Clerk also informed 
Members she had ordered three new pieces of equipment with the aim to 
have them installed for after the Easter holidays.   Cllr Mrs M Weir noted that, 
following a visit to the park, the installation had been carried out very well and 
the area looked very tidy. Members agreed to close the item.  

Minutes of the meeting of the 

PARKS, OPEN SPACES, CONSERVATION & FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE 

held on Monday 12th February 2018 at 7:30pm 

in the Committee Room, The Freight House, Bradley Way, Rochford. 

 



 

 2 

77.4 Members were referred to Agenda item 8 (Minute 80). 
77.5 Members were referred to Agenda item 7b (Minute 79.b). 
77.6 Members noted that budgetary consideration had been proposed for 2018/19 

for possible future fencing replacement in Magnolia Park.  
77.7 Members noted the new store alarm had been fitted and was being 

monitored by Blake Security Systems. The Clerk confirmed the alarm was 
working well with no issues to report. Members agreed to close the item.  

77.8 Members noted the new ‘Nest Swing’ had been installed which replaced the 
old Springy bike and it was being well-used. Members agreed to close the 
item. 

77.9 The Clerk informed Members the gate closure signs at Magnolia Park had 
been installed. Members agreed to close the item.  

Members noted and accepted the Action Update List and agreed to the removal of 
the closed items. 

 
78. Financial Report – January 2018: 

The Clerk reported that the budget was still underspent but reminded Members 
substantial expenditure items such as the relocation of the adult gym would be paid 
for in the coming month.  
There were no questions and Members accepted the Financial Report. 
 

79. Business Continuity – Parks Works: 
a) Glencroft  
The Clerk informed Members a contractor had been employed in January to carry 
out three jobs in Glencroft, which had been outstanding. The Clerk explained an 
area of burned gorse had been cleared; a 3m boundary strip by the far end wall had 
been reinstated; and the middle island had been cut back, leaving the Oak and 
small trees with just the scrub and blackthorn removed. It was noted that the 
contractor had performed to a high standard and had carried out all tasks in a day. 
The Clerk explained that Glencroft was now at a good, manageable level and it was 
just the grass that would need to be regularly maintained. Members also noted that 
District Cllr J Gooding had kindly organised a litter-pick and removed all litter that 
had been strewn around the gorse area which had been uncovered by the 
contractor’s machinery during works. The Clerk reported she had done an excellent 
job and requested thanks be noted to all those involved.  
b) Magnolia Park/Pond 
The Clerk reminded Members that the bridle path at Magnolia had been cut in 
December by a contractor and the work had been carried out extremely well. It was 
noted that the bridle path would not require cutting back for another 18 months.  
The Clerk also reported that Stillwater Management had returned to clear the pond 
of debris, which had included a large quantity of branches. Stillwater had noticed 
the low water levels and had issued an advisory report to Members which was 
noted. Cllr Mrs M Weir pointed out that the little pond in Magnolia was overflowing 
and enquired if there would be a way to pipe the water into the large pond. 
Members revisited the topic of the low-water levels and discussed the possibility of 
ditch works in Ashingdon Heights affecting the flow into the pond. It was agreed the 
extreme low levels were a mystery, noting that the levels had not been that low for 
approximately 20 years. Members also briefly discussed de-silting the pond and  
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agreed that the costs of performing that operation were excessive and that it 
created problems in relation to where to move the silt, noting that moving it to an 
area in the park would mean hazardous material would need to be sectioned off and 
protected accordingly.  
Members were reminded about the option of a borehole and that costings on the 
necessary feasibility surveys were required. The Clerk would investigate the 
costings for Members to consider at the next meeting.  
c) Spencers Park 
The Clerk reported that a tree had fallen during the high winds, but that had now 
been cleared by the regular contractor. She informed Members the regular work in 
Spencers would resume in April.   
d) Church Strip 
The Clerk reported that several trees had fallen and had encroached on the public 
footpath. The regular contractor had cleared the trees by hand. It was noted that 
volunteers from the church had contacted the Clerk to offer their services to clear 
the trees, but the Clerk had unfortunately had to decline their offer as they had 
indicated they would be using chainsaws and they did not have the appropriate 
qualification for chainsaw use.    
 

80. Notification of Parish Parks Forum to be held on Wednesday 14th February at 
1pm in the Civic Suite, Rayleigh: 
Members noted the date. Chairman Mrs P Young would be attending and other 
Members interested in attending were requested to let the Clerk know.   
 

81. Correspondence from residents: 
a) Email regarding planting a tree in Spencers Park 

Members noted that they had received several requests regarding memorial 
trees and that it was unfortunate that such requests had to be declined. Members 
agreed it was not practical to grant such requests as the trees required planting 
and ongoing care. It was further noted there was a Tree Management Plan for 
Spencers Park and that additional trees were not included. Members requested 
the Clerk respond to the resident to relay their sympathies and explain why such 
a request had to be declined.  

b) Letter regarding bright light shining across Magnolia Park 
Cllr Mrs M Weir informed Members she had also been approached by a resident 
who had complained about the bright light constantly shining over Magnolia Park 
and had tried to establish which house it belonged to. The Clerk confirmed she 
now had the address of the offending resident. Members suggested the matter 
be passed to RDC as it fell under their remit being light pollution, but the Clerk 
explained she had already contacted RDC who had informed her that as the light 
was not shining over private land they would not pursue the matter.  
Members considered that the resident may not be aware of the issue and Cllr 
Mrs M Weir proposed a polite letter be sent to the resident, requesting the issue 
with the light be addressed and that it is altered accordingly so it would not be 
detrimental to park users. This was seconded by Cllr J Titmuss with six Members 
in agreement and one against.   
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c) Letter from Ashingdon Parish Councillor Glen Dryhurst regarding Magnolia 
Park/Lincoln Road Bridle path 43/Footpath 26:  
Cllr Mrs M Weir noted that the letter contained some inaccuracies and the Clerk 
suggested any Members who wanted to explore the contents further arrange a 
meeting with Cllr G Dryhurst.  
Members agreed to pass the letter to the Essex County Council Public rights of 
Way Officer (ECC PRoW).  

 
82. Summary of Decisions: 

• Clerk to investigate the costings of the necessary feasibility surveys for a borehole 
for decision at the next meeting.  

• Members interested in attending the Parks Forum to let the Clerk know.  

• Clerk to reply to resident regarding planting a memorial tree for their dog in 
Spencers Park, informing them of Member’s decision to not permit the planting.  

• Clerk to write to resident with light that is constantly shining across Magnolia Park 
affecting park users, politely requesting the matter be resolved.  

• Clerk to pass on letter from Ashingdon Parish Councillor Glen Dryhurst to ECC 
ProW; Members interested in the matter to meet with Cllr Dryhurst.  

 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:07pm. 

 
Chairman 

  


