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Present: Chairman Mrs P Young, Cllr Mrs E Gadsdon, Cllr R Gardner, Cllr R Patient, Cllr 
Mrs L Shaw, Cllr M Strubel and Cllr Mrs M Weir. 
 
Also present: Cllr K Binding. 
 
60. Apologies for non-attendance at meeting: 

Cllr V Leach (other appointment), Cllr S May (other appointment), Cllr D Weir 
(unwell), had given apologies.  
Cllr Mrs L Shaw wished Cllr D Weir well and Members accepted the apologies 
tendered.  
 

61. Declarations of any: 
a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest; 
b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or 
c) Non-Pecuniary Interest 
on any matter on the agenda for 5th December 2016:  
None were declared. 

 
62. Public Forum:   

No Members of the public were present.   
 
63. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th November 2016 and to 

approve the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as a correct record and Members 
approved the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting. 

 
64. Action List Update – December 2016:  

64.1 Members noted the Clerk had been successful in securing the full grant of 
£11k from the Essex County Council Communities Initiative Fund (CIF) and 
that work would commence in the new financial year. Members praised the 
Clerk for all her work in securing the full grant.  

64.2 Members noted the resident who had been granted permission to plant a 
memorial tree in Spencers Park had been in contact with the Clerk. Planting 
had been deferred to early 2017 to allow for better ground conditions.  

64.3 Photographs of the recent pond work were distributed to Members. The Clerk 
informed Members that Stillwater Management were almost finished and 
were tidying to complete. 

64.4 Members noted that research for the wording for the new signs in Magnolia 
Park was underway, but other priorities had delayed the project.   

64.5 Members noted budget provisions for 2017/18 had been made for the 
deteriorating wall post in Elizabeth Close Playground and that the posts 
would continue to be monitored accordingly.  
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64.6 The Clerk informed Members RDC had confirmed that they would inform the 
Clerk when the ditch clearance work alongside Spencers Park would 
commence. The resident, who had brought the issue to light, had made 
further demands to Council to write to the residents backing onto the ditch to 
inform/remind them of their responsibilities under Riparian rights. The 
resident had pointed out Council had acted on her request 20 years ago, and 
had written to the residents at that time. It was agreed Council would 
consider this matter in due course, following the clearance of the ditch.   

64.7 Members noted the 2017/18 budget had included a contingency for the 
possible installation of CCTV but that further investigations were necessary. 

64.8 Members were referred to Agenda item 7 (Minute 66). 
64.9 Members noted the RDC Parish Parks Forum would occur on a quarterly 

basis. The Clerk would distribute the Minutes for the meeting held on the 8th 
November 2016, once received. 

Members noted and accepted the Action Update List and agreed to the removal of 
the closed items. 

 
65. Financial Report – November 2016: 

The Clerk informed Members that Parks was underspent at 52%, taking into 
account the income from the CIF.  
There were no questions and Members accepted the Financial Report. 
 

66. Magnolia Park Children’s Playground Project:  
a) Consideration of quote from Wicksteed to move the Adult Gym (£4k).  

Members noted that the budget agreed on the 14th November 2016 had included 
an estimated amount of £1.5k for the cost of relocating the Adult Gym as the 
Clerk was waiting for an official quote from Wicksteed. Wicksteed’s quote had 
since been received and this totalled £4k to relocate the gym within Magnolia 
Park. Members were disappointed the cost was so high, but felt it was important 
to proceed with the relocation. Cllr Mrs P Young proposed that the Parks Budget 
for 2017/18 be amended to include an additional £2k to allow for the relocation of 
the Adult Gym. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs L Shaw and agreed by all 
Members.  
Members further approved the Parks Committee Budget for 2017/18 at £89,655 
for recommendation to the Finance Committee.  
 

67. Summary of Decisions: 

 Members to consider writing to residents who back on to the ditch alongside 
Spencers Park about their responsibilities under Riparian rights at a later date, 
following the ditch clearance.  

 Amended Parks Budget for 2017/18, allowing for the costs of the relocation of the 
Adult Gym, approved for recommendation to Finance Committee.  
 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7:49pm 
Chairman 


