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Present: Chairman Mrs P Young, Cllr Mrs E Gadsdon, Cllr R Gardner, Cllr S May, Cllr R 
Patient, Cllr M Strubel and Cllr D Weir & Mrs M Weir. 
 
Also present: District Cllr J Gooding  
 
27. Apologies for non-attendance at meeting: 

Cllr Mrs L Shaw had given apologies.  
Members received the apologies tendered.  
 

28. Declarations of any: 
a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest; 
b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or 
c) Non-Pecuniary Interest 
on any matter on the agenda for 3rd July 2017:  
No declarations were made relating to a), b) and c. Members also made no 
declarations relating to any change in their Register of Members’ Interests. 
 

29. Public Forum:   
One member of the public was present.   

 
30. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2017 and to approve 

the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as a correct record and Members 
approved the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting. 

 
31. Action List Update – June 2017:  

31.1 Members noted that the path improvement work in Spencers Park was 
underway and would soon be completed. Members were aware there had 
been delays with the delivery of the top layer. Members had mixed reviews 
on the works, with some pleased with the path to-date and some 
concerned about certain aspects of the work, such as the wooden edging. 
The Clerk reminded Members that the works were still ongoing and that 
she would speak to the contractors to ensure all issues were addressed. It 
was noted areas currently looked untidy, but Members agreed regrowth of 
the grass would make it look more aesthetically pleasing. The Clerk 
reminded Members she would soon be on annual leave and requested 
Committee members monitor the progress in her absence.  

31.2 Members noted that research for the wording for the new signs in 
Magnolia Park was ongoing and that the Clerk would liaise with RDC on 
the matter. Members were concerned about the delay with the item and 
the Clerk offered apologies, but explained other priorities had taken 
precedent.  
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31.3 Members noted budget provisions for 2017/18 had been made for the 
deteriorating wall post in Elizabeth Close Playground, while the posts 
would continue to be monitored accordingly.  

31.4 Members noted the 2017/18 budget had included a contingency for 
possible CCTV, but that further investigations were necessary.  

31.5 Members were reminded money had been allocated to the 2017/18 
budget to allow the Adult Gym to be relocated within Magnolia Park. The 
Health and Safety Sub-Committee had agreed it was necessary to move 
the gym and the process to do that would commence in due course.  

31.6 Members noted there had been no updates or information regarding the 
next RDC Parish Parks Forum.     

31.7 The Clerk informed Members she had contacted the contractor multiple 
times to request he go ahead with the installations of the posts along 
Spencers Park bridleway, but had unfortunately not returned her calls or 
replied to her messages. 

31.8 Members noted that a Working Group for the Magnolia Park Management 
Plan had met and revisions of the plan had been agreed. 

31.9 The Clerk informed Members KeyMed had been in touch and had asked 
for estimated costings for aquatic plants. Members were referred to 
Agenda item 8 (Minute 34). 

31.10 Members noted that budgetary consideration was required for 2018/19 for 
possible future fencing replacement in Magnolia Park.  

31.11 Members noted the addition of a Keyholder for the Magnolia Store alarm 
was still required. The Clerk reminded Members that the police call-out 
serviced had been suspended following the continual faults on the system 
and there was a requirement that three months pass without any false call-
outs/faults on the system before they would consider reinstating the 
service. Members agreed now the alarm had been fixed it was necessary 
to monitor its operation accordingly.  

31.12 Members noted a site visit for Glencroft Open Space had been scheduled 
for the 26th July 2017 where the matter of confirming the boundary line 
between the Open Space and a resident would be determined.  

31.13 Research into a ‘nest swing’ (play equipment) for Magnolia Park 
playground was underway with information to be given at a later date. The 
Clerk informed Members she had been in touch with Vic Leach’s family 
and they were participating in the London to Southend bike ride to raise 
money for the swing.  

31.14 Members were reminded site visits to both Glencroft Open Space and 
Spencers Park had been scheduled for the 26th July 2017 at 1:30pm. 

Members noted and accepted the Action Update List and agreed to the removal of 
the closed items. 

 
32. Financial Report – June 2017: 

Members noted that the Parks’ budget was underspent. 
There were no questions and Members accepted the Financial Report. 
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33. Email from resident adjoining Magnolia Park regarding damage to conifer 
trees: 
Members had met with the resident to assess the damage to the conifer trees and 
noted that a Virginia Creeper had grown approximately 3ft from fence and took up 
around a 30ft section. On inspection, it appeared that half of the resident’s trees had 
died and the remainder had been trimmed, but were also showing signs of 
browning. Members agreed the best action was to remove the vine, following bird 
nesting season.  
 

34. Pond: Quote received from Stillwater following site visit. Next steps to be 
agreed 
Members discussed the current low level of water in the pond, noting that the 
current Duckweed, although abundant and unsightly, was actually preventing other 
algae from growing and damaging the life of the pond. Members agreed the next 
priority was to increase the water levels and ideas how to achieve that would need 
to be explored. Members briefly discussed ideas around bore holes and agreed the 
Environment Agency would be best placed to advise on those matters.  
It was noted that the planting of marginals would not be possible with the current 
low water levels and that information would need to be passed to KeyMed who had 
enquired about donating towards those outlays. 
Members noted the report from Stillwater and agreed the recommendation for 
barrier fencing on the far bank should be implemented at an estimated cost of £745. 
 

35. Email request from Hawkwell Baptist Church (HBC) to hold an event in 
Magnolia Park on 27th August 2017:  
Members commended HBC for their organised approach in event management. 
The Clerk confirmed that an event had been held in Magnolia Park by HBC in the 
past, without issue. Cllr Patient moved that permission to hold an event in Magnolia 
Park be granted to HBC which was seconded by Cllr D Weir with all Members in 
agreement. 
 

36. Summary of Decisions: 

• Members to monitor Spencers Park pathway project in Clerk’s absence.  

• Vine encroaching on neighbouring property at Magnolia Park to be removed 
following bird nesting season.  

• Research into ways to increase water levels of Magnolia Park pond to be 
undertaken, including considering bore holes and obtaining advice from the 
Environment Agency. 

• Permission granted to HBC to hold an event in Magnolia Park on the 27th August 
2017 
 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:18pm. 
 

Chairman 
  


