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Councillors Present:  Chairman V Leach, Vice Chairman Mrs P Young, K Binding, Mrs 

E Gadsdon, R Gardner, S May, R Patient, M Strubel, Mrs L Shaw, D Weir Mrs M Weir   

 

Also present: District Cllr Mrs J Gooding. 

 

26. To receive apologies for non-attendance at meeting:  
Cllr Mrs L Corsham (holiday) and District Councillor Mr E Mason (holiday) offered 

apologies. Members accepted the apologies tendered. 

 

27. Declarations of any:  

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest;  

b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or  

c) Non-Pecuniary Interest on any matter on the agenda for 13th June 2016:    

None were declared.  

 

28. Public Forum:    

District Cllr Mrs Gooding was welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman. She gave 

a brief introduction to Members, explaining she had lived in the area since 1978 and 

her care for the community had led her to become a councillor. Her background in 

formal education had given her experience working with a range of children and she 

was in the process of working with the Essex Youth Service, aiming to relaunch the 

Essex Youth Bus for the local area. She also updated Members on some of her 

recent activities in the area, which included helping out at the Ashingdon Memorial 

Hall’s renovation project with KAOS Youth Club. She told Members she looked 

forward to working with them and asked that she be kept in the loop with local 

matters, which she hoped she would be able to assist with.  

There were no questions and the Chairman thanked Cllr Gooding for her 

introduction and for her attendance at her first Hawkwell Parish Council (HPC) 

meeting. 

 

29. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of 

Hawkwell Parish Council held on 9th May 2016 and to destroy the notes in 

respect of that meeting:   

The minutes of the Meeting held on 9th May 2016 were approved as a correct 

record and Members agreed to the destruction of the notes in respect of that 

meeting.  
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30. Financial Report (May 2016):  

The Clerk reported expenditure was at 14.8% and just underspent at month two. 

She informed Members the first tranche of the precept had been paid in April, with 

the second tranche due in June. She pointed out to Members that Finance 

appeared overspent, but the figures were slightly skewed by annual subscriptions 

and contracts which included EALC Membership, Council insurance and the 

computer service costs, but this would average out over the coming months. She 

confirmed that the remaining budgets were also in line.  

There were no questions and Members accepted the Financial Report.    

 

31. Action List Update (June 2016):  

31.1   The Chairman reminded Members the EALC Short Course Training was 

taking place on the 20th June and pointed out that the start time was 

7:00pm. Members noted this update.  

31.2  Members noted the Robert Sudbury Trust meeting would occur in the 

summer.   

31.3  The Chairman encouraged Members to hand information on their health 

and emergency contacts to the Clerk at an appropriate time. Cllr Mrs Shaw 

impressed the importance of sharing medical and emergency contact 

details. She explained she had been involved in a medical emergency at 

the Civic Chambers and information had not been readily available which 

had caused distress and delays for a councillor who had fallen ill.  

Members noted the update and agreed to remove the item from the list.   

31.4  Despite some uncertainty from a Member why doubt around the Parish 

Ward changes had come to light, the Chairman felt the Clerk had done the 

right thing in researching the changes and proposed the item be closed, 

which was agreed.  

31.5 Members were asked to get in touch with the Clerk if they wanted to attend 

the RDC Standards Training on 21st July 2016. 

Members accepted the Action List update and agreed to the removal of the closed 

items.  

 

32. Receive Internal Audit Report (Final Visit) 2015-2016 (For Noting):  

The Clerk referred Members to Agenda item 8 (Minute 33) and explained that the 

auditor had informed her the exact financial details of the precept should have been 

written and recorded in the minutes. The Chairman commended the office staff for 

their work towards ensuring successful completion of the report.   

The Internal Audit Report for 2015/16 was noted.  

 

33. Declaration of the Precept for 2016-2017: Precept & LCTS Grant 

(retrospective): ‘That Council set the Precept for 2016/17 at £172,674.90: being 

a Precept amount of £165,922.90 and LCTS Grant of £6,752.’ 

Members accepted the declaration.  
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34. Accept and Approve for Despatch the Annual Return & Sign the Annual 

Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2016:  

 

a) Review the effectiveness of the system of internal control & consider any 
findings: 
Members reviewed the document provided by the Clerk and agreed the system 

of internal control was effective.  

 
b) Annual Return: Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual 

Return): 
i. Approve the Annual Governance Statement by Resolution; 
The Chairman read through the Annual Return Annual Governance Statement 

from items 1 to 9 (with 9 being ‘not applicable’) and Members agreed to each 

item. The Chairman moved from the chair approval of the Annual Governance 

Statement which was seconded by Cllr Mrs Shaw and agreed by all Members. 

The Chairman and Clerk then signed Section 1 of the Annual Return, witnessed 

by Members. 

 

c) Annual Return:  Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the Annual Return): 
i. Consider the Accounting Statements by the members meeting as whole; 
Members were referred to the Financial Statements prepared by DCK Beavers 

Ltd. The Chairman moved from the Chair acceptance of the 

Accounting/Financial Statements, which was seconded by Cllr Mrs Shaw and 

agreed by all Members.  

 
ii. Approve the Accounting Statements by Resolution; and 
The Chairman moved from the Chair the approval of the Accounting Statements 

which was seconded by Cllr Mrs Shaw and agreed by all Members. 

 
iii. Ensure the Accounting Statements are signed and dated by the person 
presiding at the meeting at which that approval is given (Section 2 of the 
Annual Return) 
The Chairman signed the Accounting Statements, witnessed by Members. 

 
d) Chairman and RFO to sign the Annual Accounts for 2015-16: 

The Chairman and Clerk signed the Annual Accounts, witnessed by Members.   

  

35. Committee Membership & Representatives on Outside Bodies for 2016-2017:  

a) Cllr M Strubel confirmed he would like to come off the Health & Safety 
Committee and Cllr R Gardner would like to join this Committee:  
Members accepted the Committee change.  

b) Appoint a deputy representative for Hockley & Hawkwell 55+ Day Centre: 
Cllr Mrs Gadsdon volunteered to act as deputy representative which Members 

accepted.  

c) New Committee Membership structure & Representatives on Outside 
Bodies 2016/17: will be circulated with July papers 
Members noted the forthcoming paper circulation.   
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36. Adult Gym Claim:  Verbal Update  

The Clerk briefly reiterated how the claim had materialised for the benefit of new 

Members. She then informed Members she had been in contact with the solicitor at 

Keoghs in May, who had indicated the case was proceeding with a possible court 

date set for September in Cheshire. However, the Clerk had re-contacted Keoghs 

who informed her the prosecuting party were now in the process of compiling a 

witness statement and upon receipt it would be clearer if the case would reach 

court. The option of a 50:50% settlement had been discussed, but there were 

concerns from the solicitor about the recovery of costs in that regard. The Clerk 

was told Aviva felt the defence was good and that further negotiation would occur 

with a decision likely to be provided in July. 

The Clerk confirmed to Members that she has sent the Statement of Truth to 

Keoghs, along with all other compulsory information required. Members discussed 

the possibility of the Council incurring costs outside of those covered by the 

insurance and the Chairman and Clerk confirmed the insurance covered all costs in 

that regard. The Chairman also reminded Members that the Clerk had regularly 

given updates which were recorded in the minutes and any formal decision made 

by the insurance company and solicitor would be documented in due course and 

relayed to all Members, which relieved the concerns of a Member. 

Members discussed whether the particular piece of equipment, in which the claim 

related, should be taken out of operation. It was agreed this was not necessary 

given that the post-incident report had found no faults. Members noted that despite 

the signs displaying age restrictions, many had witnessed children being placed on 

the equipment by adults. The Clerk also pointed out the Adult Gym was currently 

undergoing its annual maintenance inspection and she was waiting for the results 

of the report. Members noted the update.  

 

37. Correspondence:  

1. Email from RDC regarding a Community Engagement Event with 

Canewdon Parish Council – Members felt they were at a disadvantage as 

HPC did not have its own venue for the Engagement Event to take place. They 

discussed concerns around their future arrangements with the Freight House 

following a historic investment which allowed monthly use of a room without 

charge. For the sake of new Members, the Chairman gave a brief background 

of the history with the Freight House and the financial investment made by HPC 

which appeared to lack any supporting contractual documentation with RDC. 

Members then discussed other Community Engagement Events they had 

attended and had certain disappointments about how they had been run. A 

particular issue had been the time of the event and Members agreed an 

evening session would be most practical to allow a better cross-section of the 

community to attend. It was agreed a suitable date should be arranged for an 

evening in September 2016. It was noted that daylight hours should be 

considered as part of the event would involve people walking around the Parish. 

It was agreed the Clerk would revert to RDC with this information. 

2. RDC Council Training Courses June-July 2016 – Cllr Mrs Shaw declared she 

would be attending the courses at the Civic Suite in Rayleigh in her capacity as 

District Councillor.  Members agreed to attend the following courses at the 

same location and the Clerk would contact RDC accordingly:  
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Courses Date Time  Attending  

Business 

Continuity/Waste and 

Recycling 

Wednesday 29th 

June 

1:30pm Cllr Mrs 

Gadsdon 

Chairing Skills Thursday 7th July Cllr Gardner 

to confirm 

time 

Cllr Gardner 

Local Highways Panel 

(LHP) 

Thursday 14th 

July 

1:30pm Cllr Mrs Weir 

3. Minutes of the Ashingdon and East Hawkwell Memorial Hall Management 

Committee Meeting held on 25th February 2016 - Chairman Leach told 

Members that KAOS Youth Club had organised a renovation project for the hall 

and had managed to get volunteers from a range of areas and, as a result, the 

hall was 90% redecorated. They had secured services from an electrician and 

had obtained free carpet and paint along with donations from Sanders and the 

Co-op at Golden Cross, all of which were gratefully received. The Chairman felt 

it was important to acknowledge the efforts of the Youth Club owner, Darren 

Parsons who had organised the project. However, the Chairman felt 

disappointed with the Management Committee who had cumulatively failed to 

participate or visit the event, with only one other member arriving on the day to 

support the team. He informed Members he would raise that matter at the next 

Committee meeting. Chairman Leach also informed Members the hall would 

soon be equipped with broadband, with half of the costs of that being funded by 

KAOS Youth Club. Members discussed the other halls in the local area and 

noted that those had not received the same local attention, but were better 

maintained than Ashingdon and East Hawkwell Memorial Hall. Cllr Mrs 

Gadsdon suggested this initiative be placed in the next ‘Hawkwell I’ newsletter. 

Members noted the update and congratulated those involved. 

4. Minutes of the Old Peoples’ Welfare for Rochford and District Committee 

Meeting held on 11th May 2016 - Members noted the minutes.  

5. EALC County Update - April/May 2016 - Members noted the update. 

6. Network Rail Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy - Consultation for 

Crossing at Barbara Close on 25th June 2016. – Cllr Mrs Weir volunteered to 

attend the consultation event on the 25th June which was welcomed. Members 

noted the crossing was regularly used by people in the Parish and were 

concerned about its future. The Clerk would notify Network Rail of Cllr Mrs 

Weir’s attendance.  

7. Invitation to the Chairman from Ashingdon Parish Council & Ashingdon 

Primary Academy to the Battle of Assandun Event – 25th June 2016. - 

Members noted the invitation and the Chairman encouraged other Members to 

attend the event on the 25th June 2016.  

8. EALC Legal Update – May 2016 – Members noted the update.  

9. Email chain initiated by John Mason regarding parking issues in Park 

Gardens. – Members discussed the parking issues in Park Gardens and were 

sympathetic to those raised, with some Members having first-hand experience 

of the issues. The Clerk informed Members she had contacted Essex County 

Council (ECC), the Local Highways Panel (LHP) and South East Essex Parking 

Partnership (SEPP) to seek advice about the best way of dealing with the 
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issues reported. She informed Members a request would not fall in LHP’s remit 

and that a request had in fact already been submitted to SEPP in 2014, which 

had been rejected due to it failing to meet ECC safety and congestion criteria. 

Members also noted that supporting evidence was imperative and this was 

considerably lacking, with just one resident having contacted the Council with 

their concerns. It was agreed the Clerk would reply to District Cllr Mason with 

the points raised and request he assist residents in gathering the necessary 

evidence which may be used in another application to SEPP. Members also 

agreed the information be sent to Rochford District Portfolio Holder for 

Enterprise in case any further assistance could be given. 

 

38. Receive Committee/Working Party Reports since last meeting:  

Planning Committee: Cllr Mrs Weir moved the minutes of the meeting held on 16th 

May 2016 which were accepted.  

Finance Committee:  Cllr K Binding moved the minutes of the meeting held on the 

16th May 2016 which were accepted. 

Parks Committee: Cllr Mrs Young moved the minutes of the meeting held on the 

16th May 2016 which were accepted.  

General Purposes Committee: Cllr R Gardner moved the minutes of the meeting 

held on the 16th May 2016 which were accepted 

 

39. Representatives Reports:  

Hockley & Hawkwell Old Peoples Welfare committee – Cllr Mrs Weir 

reported there had been no meeting. 

Rochford Old Peoples Welfare Committee – Mrs Shaw referred Member to 

the minutes received. (Minute 37.4) 

Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils (RHALC) – Chairman 

Leach reminded Members the April minutes had been included in the May 

meeting papers.  

Hawkwell Village Hall – Cllr Mrs Young and Cllr Binding informed Members 

there would be a meeting on Wednesday 15th June 2016. 

Ashingdon & East Hawkwell Memorial Hall MC – Chairman Leach referred 

Members to the minutes received and his earlier update. (Minute 37.3) 

Public Transport Liaison Group – Cllr Mrs Weir reported there had been no 

meeting.   

Robert Sudbury Trust –  No meeting held.  

Information Reports:   

Community Meetings – Cllr Binding updated Members that a key figure of the 

Neighbourhood Watch Team (NHW) had now left. Cllr Binding told Members he 

was not sure how much longer the meetings would go on given the lack of 

attendance and support.  

 

40. Payment of Accounts   

There were no questions and the payment of accounts paid since the last meeting 

(May payments) were approved together with agreement to pay any accounts 

due before the next meeting.    
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41. Summary of DecisionsTaken:   

 Members reminded of the EALC Short Course on Monday 20th June at 7:00pm 

at the Freight House. 

 Members to contact Clerk if they wish to attend the RDC Standards Training on 

21st July 2016. 

 The Final Internal Audit report for 2015-16 was accepted. 

 Written financial details of the Precept for 2016-2017 accepted and recorded.  

 Annual Return & the Annual Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2016 

accepted and signed.  

 Committee structure change with Cllr Strubel removed from the Health & Safety 

Committee and Cllr Gardner appointed.  

 Cllr Mrs Gadsdon appointed as Deputy Representative for Hockley & Hawkwell 

55+ Day Centre.  

 New Committee Membership Structure and Representatives on Outside Bodies 

2016-17 to be circulated in with July 2016 papers.  

 Members updated on the latest news regarding the Adult Gym claim with the 

Clerk to update Members further once Keoghs and Aviva have confirmed their 

decision.  

 Clerk to contact RDC regarding a Community Engagement Event for HPC and 

request an evening date in September, to be organised by RDC. 

 Cllrs Mrs Gadsdon, Gardner and Mrs Weir to attend RDC Council Training 

Courses in June-July 2016 with Clerk to contact RDC with details. 

 Cllr Mrs Weir to attend the Network Rail Crossing Strategy Consultation for 

Barbara Close on 25th June 2016. Clerk to confirm attendance.  

 Clerk to reply to District Cllr Mason with Council’s response regarding parking 

problems on Park Gardens and request his assistance in obtaining the 

necessary evidence from residents.  

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:36pm.  

  

  

  

Chairman  


