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Councillors Present:  Chairman V Leach, Vice Chairman R Patient, K Binding, R 
Gardner, Mrs L Shaw, D Weir, Mrs M Weir & Mrs P Young. 
 
Also present: Mrs L Corsham, Mrs E Gadsdon and Mr M Strubel. 
 
95. Apologies for non-attendance at meeting: 

District Cllrs Mr & Mrs Mason, Mrs J McPherson, Mrs L Butcher, Mrs H Glynn and 
M Webb had given apologies. 
Members accepted the apologies tendered. 

 
96. Declarations of any: 

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 
b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or 
c) Non-Pecuniary Interest 
on any matter on the agenda for 11th January 2016:  

 None were declared. 
 
97. Public Forum: 

Three members present.  
 
98. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Meeting of Hawkwell Parish 

Council held on 2nd November 2015 and to destroy the notes in respect of that 
meeting:   
The Minutes of the Meeting were approved as a correct record and Members 
agreed to the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting. 

 
99. Co-option of New Councillors: 

The candidates were invited into the meeting on a one-by-one basis, starting with 
Mr Strubel and followed by Mrs Gadsdon and Mrs Corsham. Each candidate 
underwent a Q&A session (noted separately) and were asked to leave the Chamber 
after their session. When all interviews had been completed, Members discussed 
the candidates and unanimously agreed to co-opt all three parties, subject to them 
meeting eligibility requirements. It was further agreed the Clerk would contact each 
of the candidates the following day to inform them of Council’s decision. 
After a short recess, the three candidates were then invited back into the meeting 
as members of the public forum. All three candidates accepted the invitation to 
remain for the duration of the meeting.  
 

100. Financial Report - December 2015: 
The Clerk explained that previous reports had not factored in the CIF grant so 
expenditure against budget levels had appeared higher. Total Council expenditure 
at the end of month 9 should be 75% of the budget; the Clerk reported the actual 
figure at month 9 was 68%. Parks, reported as 84.6% spent in November was 
actually 72% spent in December, taking into account the income from the CIF grant. 
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The Clerk confirmed reporting going forward would include the CIF income 
accordingly.  This was noted and Members accepted the Financial Report.   

 
101. Action List Update - January 2016: 

101.1 Members noted the completion of the Autumn Newsletter as a closed item. 
101.2   Members noted the pension resolution as a closed item. 
101.3   The Clerk gave a verbal update about the RDC/Parish Summit which she 
had attended in November, along with Cllrs V Leach and Mrs L Shaw. Members 
were informed that presentations of the event were available in the office for their 
perusal. Members accepted verbal update.  
The report was accepted and Members agreed to the removal of closed items from 
the list. 

 
102. Set the Precept for 2016/17  

The Clerk was commended for her work in this regard. The Chairman moved the 
recommendation from the Finance Committee (Items 1 and 2) for setting the 
Precept for 2016/17. This was seconded by Cllr R Patient.  
The Chair of Finance then moved an amendment that Council approved a 5.5% 
increase on the Band D equivalent (B;Option 2). This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P 
Young. Members carried the amendment by a show of hands, with one abstention.  
 

103. Adult Gym Accident: Claim (2013) Email correspondence – Update 
The Clerk informed Members the other party were proceeding to litigation. Members 
discussed the matter and noted that when the gym was installed five years ago, it 
met all regulations in layout and placement and they had used a reputable maker of 
gym equipment. It was also noted that new regulations since the installation were 
not retrospective. Members also discussed the impact of such a claim on the 
budget, but it was not clear if premiums would be affected. The Clerk confirmed she 
would continue to monitor the situation and notify Members accordingly. Cllr Mrs P 
Young offered any assistance that may be required during the course of the claim.   
 

104. Recommendation from Finance Committee to switch Council’s banking 
provider from Barclays Bank to Metro Bank  
The Chair of Finance moved from the Chair that the Council switch banking provider 
from Barclays to Metro Bank. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P Young and  
carried by a show of hands, with one abstention.  
 

105. New Audit Regime 2017/18: Opt in to selector-led body or procure an 
independent audit panel. (Opt-out deadline 31.01.16)  
Members unanimously agreed to opt in to a selector-led body in relation to the New 
Audit Regime 2017/18.   
 

106. Correspondence: 
1. Email from RDC regarding Announcement of Rochford Order (Electoral 

Changes) 2015 - Members noted the email announcement.  
2. Minutes of the Old People’s Welfare for Rochford & District Committee 

Meeting (November 2015) - Members accepted the November Minutes.   
3. Minutes of the Old People’s Welfare for Rochford & District Committee 

Meeting (December 2015) - Members accepted the December Minutes.  
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4. Email from Essex Fire & Rescue Parish Safety Volunteer Co-ordinator 
regarding new volunteering scheme – Members discussed the new scheme 
and raised concerns over risk assessment and possible liability issues. Members 
were told to contact the Clerk if interested in the volunteering scheme.  

5. CAB Notification for Community Forum 28/01/16 - Members noted the CAB 
notification. 

6. RDC Business Plan 2016/20- Members noted the RDC Business Plan.  
 
 
107. Receive Committee/Working Party Reports since last meeting: 

Planning Committee - Cllr Mrs M Weir moved the Minutes of the meeting held on 
2nd November 2015 and 7th December 2015 which were accepted. 
Finance Committee – Cllr Mrs L Shaw moved the Minutes of the meeting held on 
7th December 2015 which were accepted. 
Parks, Open Spaces, Conservation and Footpaths Committee - Cllr Mrs P 
Young moved the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th November 2015 which were 
accepted. 
 
 

108. Representatives’ Reports:  
Hockley & Hawkwell Old People’s Welfare Committee – Cllr Mrs M Weir 
informed Members the next meeting would be on the 27th January 2016. Chairman 
V Leach told Members he had attended the Committee’s Christmas dinner and had 
been made to feel very welcome at the Hockley & Hawkwell rooms. He thanked the 
Hockley & Hawkwell Old People’s Welfare Committee for the invitation. 
Rochford Old Peoples Welfare Committee – Cllr Mrs L Shaw referred Members 
to the Minutes, which had already been distributed, and informed Members the next 
meeting would be in February. Chairman V Leach relayed to Members that he had 
attended the Mason’s Lodge for the Committee’s Christmas meal; he thanked them 
for their invitation and hospitality.  
Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils – Chairman V Leach informed 
Members the next meeting would be held on Thursday 21st January 2016 at the 
Hockley Fire Station.   
Hawkwell Village Hall – Cllr K Binding told Members the next meeting and AGM 
would be on the 20th January 2016.  
Ashingdon & East Hawkwell Memorial Hall MC – Chairman V Leach informed 
Members there had been a regular meeting and AGM. He had joined a Working 
Group which aimed to drive the hall forward and to deal with issues surrounding the 
ageing building. Members discussed whether the option of seeking a grant via the 
CIF to help with building improvements had been considered. 
Public Transport Liaison Group – Cllr Mrs M Weir informed Members of the next 
meeting on the 11th February 2016.  
Robert Sudbury Trust – No meeting held.  
Information Reports:  
Community Meetings – Cllrs K Binding and Mrs P Young informed Members there 
had been a meeting in December. The Police were present for 30 minutes during 
that meeting; Cllr Mrs P Young told Members that the police presence would be 
limited going forward.  
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109. Payment of Accounts  
The payment of accounts since the last meeting (November and December 2015) 
were approved together with agreement to pay any accounts due before the 
next meeting.   
 

110. Summary of Decisions Taken:  

 Council agreed to the co-option of Mr Strubel, Mrs E Gadsdon and Mrs L 
Corsham, subject to meeting eligibility requirements.  

 Council agreed a Precept level, approving a 5.5% increase on the Band D 
equivalent (£35.75). Clerk to notify Rochford District Council. 

 Council agreed to move banking provider from Barclays to Metro Bank.  

 Council agreed to opt-in to the New Audit Regime 2017-18. 
 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:58pm. 
 
 

Chairman 


