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Councillors Present:  Chairman V Leach, K Binding, Mrs E Gadsdon, R Gardner, S May, 

R Patient, Mrs L Shaw, M Strubel, Mrs M Weir & Mrs P Young.   

 

87. To receive apologies for non-attendance at meeting:  
Cllr D Weir (unable to drive in the dark).  
District Cllrs Mrs J Gooding, Mrs L Butcher Mrs C Mason & J Mason. 
Members accepted the apologies tendered.  

 

88. Declarations of any:  

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest;  

b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or  

c) Non-Pecuniary Interest  

on any matter on the agenda for 7th November 2016:    

None were declared.  

 

89. Public Forum & Information Report by District Cllr Mrs J Gooding:    

District Cllr Mrs J Gooding was absent, with no members of the public present.   

 

90. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Hawkwell Parish Council 

meeting held on 3rd October 2016 and to destroy the notes in respect of that 

meeting:   

The minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd October 2016 were approved as a correct 

record and Members agreed to the destruction of the notes in respect of that 

meeting.  

 

91. Financial Report (October 2016):  

The Clerk reported that the overall budget was 51.7% spent, taking into account the 

grant income from the Essex County Council Community Initiative Fund (CIF). She 

further reported that Finance was on target, General Purposes was underspent, and 

Parks was also underspent. 

There were no questions and Members accepted the Financial Report.    

 

92. Action List Update (September 2016):  

92.1  Members noted a meeting for the Robert Sudbury Trustees had been 

arranged with Cllrs Mrs Weir, Mrs Young and the Clerk for the 14th 

November 2016. Chairman Leach informed Members he had sent an email 

to Rochford Primary to establish if they could assist with any information 

about eligible recipients. Cllr Mrs L Shaw also volunteered to make further 

enquiries.   
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92.2 The solicitor had informed the Clerk a date for the judge to review the 

closure of the Adult Gym claim case would not occur until January 2017, 

following which a letter would be issued to Council confirming closure of the 

matter. Members discussed whether legal advice was necessary to ensure 

future claims did not occur, but it was noted the Parks Committee were 

reviewing the situation accordingly. Members also enquired about the 

fencing around the bogey in Magnolia Park and it was noted a formal 

decision had not been made on that matter. Members agreed to close this 

item and a copy of the letter notifying them of the case closure would be sent 

to them in due course.   

92.3 Members noted a photograph of Cllr Mrs P Young’s son on the new inclusive 

roundabout in Magnolia Park and had been included in the Newsletter. 

Members were therefore referred to Agenda item 9 (Minute 95). 

92.4 Cllr M Strubel informed Members he had not attended the EALC AGM on the 

22nd September 2016 due to being unwell. 

92.5 Members noted that an article asking residents for Hawkwell historical 

material on behalf of Friends of the Rayleigh Mount had been included in the 

Newsletter. Members were therefore referred to Agenda item 9 (Minute 95). 

92.6 Members noted that an article regarding the proposed closure of the level 

crossing sited at Barbara Close had been included in the Newsletter and 

were referred to Agenda item 9. (Minute 95). 

92.7 The Chairman gave Members an update about the Larger Local Councils 

Forum he had attended on the 12th October 2016. The new Police and Crime 

Commissioner had delivered a speech about future improvements, which 

had been well-received. However, there had been some uncertainty about 

how improvements would be funded. It was also noted that Essex Police had 

bought 2,000 smart phones to enable Police Officers to do their reporting on 

the beat, but the phones purchased had not been 5th generation phones and 

therefore had faced issues. It was further noted that The Police & Crime 

Commissioner was actively trying to get more Police Officers on the beat. 

Members noted the update.   

Members accepted the Action List update and agreed to the removal of closed 

items.  

 

93. Notice of Resignation of Cllr Mrs L Corsham 

Members accepted the resignation of Cllr Mrs L Corsham. It was agreed the Clerk 

would send a letter to Mrs Corsham to thank her for her contribution during the 

seven months since her co-option. It was noted Mrs Corsham’s notice of resignation 

had indicated a willingness to return to the Council when her health improved and it 

was agreed that the Clerk should include in the letter information about the re-

application process.  
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94. Letter from RDC Managing Director regarding Working Relationships & Shared 

Opportunities:  

The Clerk reminded Members Cllr Steptoe would be visiting HPC on the 6th February 

2017. Members discussed the newly formed Flood Forum and the positive early 

results, noting the imminent ditch clearance work at Spencers Park following a 

resident’s long-standing complaint. Members raised concerns about their personal 

experiences with response times from RDC’s customer service team. They also 

briefly discussed issues relating to the refuse collection team and the placement of 

wheelie bins across some residents’ driveways on collection days. The Clerk 

stressed the importance of the letter and highlighted to Members that views, 

comments and suggestions regarding ways in which RDC can improve on its service 

delivery in conjunction with all its stakeholders were needed by 25th November 2016; 

it was agreed the item would be referred to the General Purposes Committee to allow 

Members more time to think of a constructive and well-formed reply.  

 

 

95. Autumn Newsletter:  

Members reviewed the newsletter page by page. It was agreed two edits were 

required to the Core Strategy article on page one; a typo needed correction and 

mention of ‘Sapwood’ would be removed and replaced with a comment about the 

general impact on traffic in the Ashingdon Road/Golden Cross area during major 

development works.  

Members thanked the Clerk and Assistant for their work in producing the Newsletter 

and approved publication. 

  

 

96. Correspondence:  

1. Information from the EALC AGM Conference held on the 22nd September 

2016 – Members noted the information.  

2. Old People’s Welfare for Rochford & District Committee – Minutes of the 

meeting held on 12th October 2016 – Members noted the Minutes.  

3. Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils (RHALC) – Minutes of the 

meeting held on the 20th October 2016 – Members noted the Minutes.  

4. RDC Invitation to Rochford District Parish & Town Council Summit to be 

held on 25th January 2017 –Cllr Mrs Shaw confirmed she would be attending 

and any other Members interested in attending were requested to get in touch 

with the Clerk.    

5. Wyvern Community Transport: 

a) Invitation to attend Wyvern Community Transport AGM to be held on 1st 

December 2016 – Members who were interested in going were requested to 

get in touch with Clerk. 

b) Minutes of the AGM held on 24th November 2016 – Members noted the 

Minutes.   
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6. Civic Christmas Carol Service 11th December 2016 - The Chairman added an 

additional item to the correspondence which had arrived after the Agenda had 

been circulated. Cllr Mrs L Shaw confirmed she would be attending in her 

capacity as District Councillor and would be pleased to represent the Parish too if 

no other Members wished to attend. 

 

97. Receive Committee/Working Party Reports since last meeting:  

Planning Committee: Cllr Mrs Weir moved the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd 

October 2016 which were accepted.  

Finance Committee: Cllr K Binding moved the Minutes of the meeting held on the 

10th October 2016 which were accepted.  

Parks Committee: Cllr Mrs Young moved the Minutes of the meeting held on the 

10th October 2016 which were accepted.  

 

Cllr Mrs Weir raised a question if a cable drum which had been dumped in the 

Magnolia Pond had been removed. The Clerk confirmed that Stillwater 

Management, the pond contractors who were on site, would try to remove the 

item.  

 

98. Representatives Reports:  

Hockley & Hawkwell Old Peoples Welfare Committee – Cllr Mrs Weir 

reported there had been no meeting. 

Rochford Old Peoples Welfare Committee – Cllr Mrs Shaw informed 

Members she was no longer able to attend the meetings due to other 

commitments. Cllr Mrs Gadsdon volunteered to be the Primary Representative in 

her place, which was accepted by Members. Cllr S May volunteered to be the 

Deputy Representative which was also accepted by Members.   

Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils (RHALC) – Members were 

referred to the Minutes received (Minute 96.3) 

Hawkwell Village Hall – Cllr Mrs Young informed Members there would be a 

meeting on the 16th November 2016.  

Ashingdon & East Hawkwell Memorial Hall MC – The Chairman informed 

Members the AGM would be taking place on the 24th November. 

Public Transport Liaison Group – Cllr Mrs Weir reported there had been no 

meeting. 

Robert Sudbury Trust – Members noted the next meeting would take place on the 

14th November 2016.  

Information Reports:   

Community Meetings – Cllr Binding reported there been no meetings.  

 

99. Payment of Accounts:  

There were no questions and the payment of accounts paid since the last meeting 

(October payments) were approved together with agreement to pay any 

accounts due before the next meeting.    
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100. Summary of Decisions Taken:   

 Robert Sudbury Trust Charity meeting to take place on 14th November 2016 with 

the Chairman and Cllr Mrs L Shaw to feedback information relating to possible 

eligible recipients, if obtained. 

 Resignation of Cllr Mrs L Corsham noted and accepted; Clerk to send a letter of 

thanks along with information about the re-application process. 

 Letter from RDC Managing Director regarding Working Relationships & Shared 

Opportunities to be referred to General Purposes Committee; Members to think 

about service improvements and comment on issues relating to service delivery 

in time for meeting on 14th November 2016; 

 Autumn ‘Hawkwell i’ Newsletter approved for publication.  

 Members interested in attending Rochford District Parish & Town Council Summit 

to be held on 25th January 2017 to get in touch with Clerk. 

 Members interested in attending Wyvern Community Transport AGM to be held 

on 1st December 2016 to get in touch with Clerk. 

 Cllr Mrs L Shaw to attend Civic Christmas Carol Service at Holy Trinity Church on 

11th December 2016 as District & Parish Representative if no other Member 

wishes to attend. 

 Cllr Mrs Shaw no longer Primary Representative for Rochford Old People’s 

Welfare Committee; Cllr Mrs E Gadsdon the new Primary Representative and 

Cllr S May Deputy Representative. 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:14pm 

  

  

Chairman  


