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Councillors present:  Chairman Cllr Mrs P Young, K Binding, Mrs E Gadsdon, R Gardner, 

S May, R Patient, Mrs N Shaw, J Titmuss, M Strubel, Mrs M Weir & S Wootton. 

 

Also present: Ms A Rees-Jones 

 

118. To receive apologies for non-attendance at meeting:  
Cllr D Weir and District Cllr Mrs J Gooding had offered apologies.  

Members received the apologies tendered.  

 

119. Declarations of any:  

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest;  

b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or  

c) Non-Pecuniary Interest on any matter on the agenda for 5th February 2018:    

No declarations were made relating to a), b) and c. Members also made no 

declarations relating to any change in their Register of Members’ Interests. 

  

120. Public Forum & Information Reports from District Cllr Mrs J Gooding: 

There was one member of the public present who was welcomed to the meeting by the 

Chairman. 

District Cllr Mrs J Gooding was absent from the meeting so was unable to provide an 

update.  

    

121. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Hawkwell Parish Council 

meeting held on 15th January 2018 and to destroy the notes in respect of that 

meeting:   

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th January 2018 were approved as a correct 

record and Members agreed to the destruction of the notes in respect of that meeting.  

 

122. Co-option of new Member: 

a) Formal co-option of Ms A Rees-Jones: 

Ms A Rees-Jones signed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ and ‘Register of 

Members’ Interests’, witnessed by the Clerk. Ms A Rees-Jones was then formally 

welcomed to the meeting as a Hawkwell Parish Councillor.   

b) Appointment of new Member onto Committees: 

Cllr Ms A Rees-Jones opted to become a Member of the Parks Committee, General 

Purposes and Policy Committee. She also opted to join the Christmas Parcels Working 

Group. The Clerk informed Members she would send an updated Committees schedule 

to Members with the next meeting papers.     
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123. Financial Report (January 2018):  

Cllr R Gardner enquired what the professional fees related to and the Clerk explained 

that it was a variety of different costs, including the payroll services and the costs for 

employing the services of an HR professional.  

The Clerk reported that the overall budget was underspent at 57% against 85% to-date; 

Finance was on target with 76% spent, GP was underspent at 50%, but with 

expenditure due from the Christmas lighting, and Parks was underspent at 44% spent, 

but also with expenditure for future projects due.   

There were no further questions and Members accepted the Financial Report.    

  

124. Action List Update (February 2018):  

124.1   Members were referred to Agenda item 9 (Minute 126). Members noted that 

the Joint Parish/District Council Networking Session was due to be held on the 

7th March 2018 and therefore feedback would be provided at April’s Full 

Council meeting.  

124.2 Members were reminded that a new Representative for the Ashingdon and 

East Hawkwell Memorial Hall had been deferred to allow a period of review 

following several Committee structure issues.  Members noted there still had 

been no updates regarding any meetings, including the Committee’s AGM.  

124.3 Members noted that the Clerk had written a letter of complaint to Essex County 

Council (ECC) regarding the reduction in the number 8 bus service and had 

received a response. Members agreed it would be necessary to revisit the 

situation in six months to see what progress had been made. It was noted that 

a Parish Transport meeting had been scheduled for March so it was anticipated 

there would be information relating to the issue in that meeting. It was further 

noted that Arriva would be attending. Cllr Mrs Weir would be attending the 

meeting along with District Cllr Mrs J Gooding. The Chairman pointed out that 

the meeting was open to all Members and that details were in the 

correspondence. (Minute 128.5) 

124.4 Members were referred to Agenda item 8 (Minute 125). 

124.5  Members noted that a letter of thanks and flowers had been sent to Mrs L 

Shaw following her resignation as Parish Councillor. Mrs L Shaw had phoned 

the Clerk to say thank you for the kind gesture. Members agreed to close the 

item. 

124.6 Members noted the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for Essex Public 

Meeting had taken place on the 16th January 2018. Cllr M Strubel had attended 

the meeting and reported that Rayleigh Police Station front desk was now 

officially closed and that 60 police officers were currently in training for the 

area. He had understood that all crime had increased in the area, except for 

shop-lifting. He further reported that a local business owner had attended the 

meeting distressed by an incident where he had been threatened with a gun 

and had to wait for over four hours for the police to arrive. It was explained that 

due to current policing levels, calls had to be prioritised by the severity of crime 

on that day. Cllr M Strubel also reported that there appeared to be a significant 

drug crime problem in the area. He did not disclose the specific areas and 

roads, but the police had offered some assurance noting that they were aware 
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of the issues and were deploying cars from Southend to patrol those areas. Cllr 

M Strubel was in receipt of a report which outlined the crime statistics for the 

area which was passed to the Clerk. The Clerk would copy the report and send 

to Members in due course.  

Members accepted the Action List update and agreed to the removal of closed items.  

 

125. Essex County Council ‘Supporting Communities Fund’ Launch; ideas for future 

bids. 

Members noted the information received regarding successful bids to-date and that the 

next deadline for a bid submission was on the 3rd April 2018. Cllr Mrs N Shaw enquired 

whether a bid could be tied in with the work being explored by the Youth Working Group 

in relation to the Pavilion. Chairman Mrs P Young reminded Members that a meeting of 

the Youth Working Group was due to be arranged by the Chair of the Working Group; 

Members therefore agreed to refer the suggestion to the Youth Working Group.  

Members discussed the range of bids in relation to funding salary costs for a set period 

of years and Cllr J Titmuss pointed out that it was important to remember positions 

needed to be sustainable and all overheads should be considered.  

Members further noted that any bids would require the support of an Essex County 

Councillor.  

 

126. Items for referral to Rochford District Council (RDC) regarding Shared Working 

Opportunities: 

The Clerk informed Members that the joint networking event with RDC would occur on 

7th March 2018 between 10am and1pm (Minute 128.3). Chairman Mrs P Young and Cllr 

Mrs M Weir confirmed they would attend the event; all other Members were asked to let 

the Clerk know if they would also be attending.   

 

127. Newsletter – Spring Edition: articles for inclusion:  

Members discussed the importance of engaging with residents and felt the newsletter 

could provide that opportunity. Cllr Mrs E Gadsdon suggested a feedback article be 

included which allowed Parishioners to send in information relating to the Parish, noting 

that not all residents were able to use emails or wanted to call the office. Members 

raised concerns about the scope of response relating to the Parish, noting that some 

issues could potentially not be addressed as they did not fall under HPC’s remit. It was 

therefore suggested the feedback opportunity would be in relation to a subject, or 

themed by relevant Committee. Cllrs Mrs E Gadsdon and J Titmuss agreed to work 

together to produce a suitable article.  

Members also suggested starting a photograph competition for residents and were 

reminded an item had been referred to the General Purposes Committee which 

explored this area. An article submission was therefore pending following review from 

the General Purposes Committee. The Clerk pointed out that if community engagement 

was going to be a key theme for the newsletter, it would be prudent to have a Working 

Group formed for the newsletter, noting that much of the publication was produced by 

the office. It was agreed an official Newsletter Working Group would be arranged for 

approval at the May Annual meeting.  
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Members therefore agreed the following articles: 

  

Article/Item Author 

2018-19 Council Tax/Precept for Hawkwell 

 

The Clerk 

Christmas Parcels Update 

 

Office 

Pond Work in Magnolia 

 

Cllr Mrs P Young 

Update on Adult Gym 

 

Cllr Mrs P Young 

Welcome to new Members 

 

Office & Cllr Ms A Rees-Jones 

Website photo feature  Pending following consideration by 

General Purposes Committee. 

 

Glencroft – completed works 

 

Pending following assessment of space 

Community engagement/feedback article 

 

Cllrs Mrs E Gadsdon & J Titmuss 

 

Members further noted the proposed timetable and were reminded article submissions 

needed to reach the office by the 21st February 2018.  

 

128. Correspondence:  

1. Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) – Email regarding the Larger 

Local Council Forum (LLCF) to be held on the 13th February 2018: 

Members noted the email.  

2. The Chairman of Rochford District Council (RDC) – Invitation to the Civic 

Dinner to be held on the 9th March 2018: 

Chairman Mrs P Young along with Mr Young would attend the dinner at a total cost 

of £90, which was approved by Members.  

3. RDC – Invitation to the Rochford District Parish & Town Council Networking 

event to be held on the 7th March 2018: 

Members noted the invitation. Members interested in attending were requested to 

let the Clerk know. 

4. Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils (RHALC) – Minutes of the 

meeting held on the 18th January 2018: 

Members noted the minutes received. It was pointed out that there was an error on 

the location on the set of Minutes and the Clerk would relay that information to the 

RHALC Secretary. Chairman Mrs P Young, along with Cllr S May had attended the 

meeting. Chairman Mrs P Young reported that the ‘Special Constables Initiative’ 

had been the main theme, noting that both Hullbridge and Rayleigh were looking at 

the initiative which had been estimated at a cost of £1k per Special, per year subject 

to a set of requirements which included the Special having a secure location to 

store and charge their radios. Chairman Mrs P Young reported that the police would 

train the Special and would provide the necessary equipment. Members were 
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reminded they had previously discussed the initiative and had felt it was prudent to 

see how the initiative would pan out with the other Parishes, noting Hawkwell did 

not appear to have a significant crime problem. Cllr S Wootton raised concerns 

about taking a reactive stance on the matter and felt the initiative would be 

beneficial to Hawkwell. It was agreed that an agenda item would be added to the 

next Full Council meeting to allow Members to consider the initiative and to give 

them time to gather more information. The Clerk pointed out to Members that any 

decision needed to take into consideration the budget, noting that Members had 

agreed the 2018-19 budget and there had been no allocation for the initiative.  

5. Essex County Council – Invitation to the Transport meeting to be held on 13th 

March 2018: 

Cllr Mrs M Weir would be attending the meeting, along with District Cllr Mrs J 

Gooding.  

 

129. Receive Committee/Working Party Reports since last meeting:  

Personnel Committee: Cllr Mrs P Young moved the minutes of the meeting held on 

15th January 2018 which were accepted. 

 

Finance Committee: Cllr K Binding in his capacity as Vice Chair moved the minutes of 

the meeting held on the 15th January 2018. 

 

Health & Safety Committee: Cllr R Patient requested that his apologies be added to 

the Minutes as he had informed the Chairman on the evening that he was leaving as he 

had understood the meeting was to be cancelled. Members agreed to amend the 

minutes. Cllr R Gardner moved the minutes of the meeting held on the 15th January 

2018 which were accepted.  

 

130. Representatives Reports:  

Hockley & Hawkwell Old Peoples Welfare Committee – Cllr M Weir informed 

Members there had been no meeting. 

Rochford Old Peoples Welfare Committee – Cllr M Strubel updated Members 

that he was waiting for the next meeting. He was reminded that the meeting would 

be taking place on the 8th February and it was the Committee’s AGM.  

Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils (RHALC) – Members noted 

the Minutes received (Minute 128.4). 

Hawkwell Village Hall – Cllr Mrs P Young informed Members the AGM had taken 

place with very little to report. It was noted that the Hall had a new caretaker, 

following the retirement of one of the caretakers.  

Ashingdon & East Hawkwell Memorial Hall MC – There were no updates. 

Public Transport Liaison Group – Members noted the meeting which would take 

place on the 13th March 2018. 

Robert Sudbury Trust – Cllr Mrs P Young informed Members the Trust was running in 

the background and there were no further updates. The Clerk informed Members a 

further dividend had been received.  

Information Reports:   

Community Meetings – Cllr K Binding reported he had attended a meeting at the King 

George 5th Pavilion hosted by a Police Sargent and one PCSO, with several people in 
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attendance. The meeting had been dominated by matters relating to Hullbridge, noting 

that Hullbridge were suffering a significant amount of crime. Cllr K Binding had learned 

that the buses that served Hullbridge were refusing to go to the Community Centre, 

following threatening behaviour towards the bus drivers and that there had been reports 

of many bins being set on fire in Hullbridge. Cllr S May informed Members that a story 

in the Echo newspaper had reported that the buses had since reinstated the route and 

Members hoped that the criminal activity would soon lessen for the Hullbridge 

residents.  

  

131. Payment of Accounts   

Cllr J Titmuss enquired what the domain registration fee was in relation to. The Clerk 

explained the fee was for the ‘.gov.uk’ website registration and that it was for a two-year 

term.   

There were no further questions and the payment of accounts paid since the last 

meeting (January payments) were approved together with agreement to pay any 

accounts due before the next meeting.    

  

132. Summary of Decisions Taken:   

• Ms A Rees-Jones co-opted; to join Parks Committee, General Purposes Committee 

and Policy Committee along with Christmas Parcels Working Group.  

• Chairman Mrs P Young and Cllr Mrs M Weir to attend joint Parish/District Council 

Networking event on the 7th March 2018 with any other Members interested in 

attending to contact the Clerk.  

• Clerk to circulate police crime information following Cllr M Strubel’s attendance at 

the Fire, Police & Crime Commissioner meeting to Members. 

• Essex County Council ‘Supporting Communities Fund’ Launch – suggestion of a bid 

referred to the Youth Working Group; Youth Working Group Chairman due to 

arrange meeting.   

• Newsletter articles agreed with an item pending following review from the General 

Purposes Committee. 

• Chairman Mrs P Young and Mr Young to attend the RDC Civic Dinner on the 9th 

March; approved by Members.  

• Item to be added to April’s Full Council regarding the Special Constable initiative; 

Members to consider and research initiative further for discussion at the next 

meeting.  

• Cllr Mrs M Weir and District Cllr Mrs J Gooding to attend next Transport Meeting on 

13th March 2018. 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:24pm.   

Chairman  


