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Councillors Present:  Chairman V Leach, K Binding, Mrs L Corsham, Mrs E Gadsdon, 

R Gardner, R Patient, Mrs M Weir & Mrs P Young.   

 

Also Present: District Cllr Mrs C Mason. 

 

71. To receive apologies for non-attendance at meeting:  
Cllr S May (other commitments), Cllr Mrs L Shaw (holiday), Cllr Strubel (unwell) Cllr 

D Weir (unwell) had given apologies. District Councillors Mrs J Gooding had also 

offered her apologies. Members accepted the apologies tendered. 

 

72. Declarations of any:  

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest;  

b) Other Pecuniary Interest; or  

c) Non-Pecuniary Interest  

on any matter on the agenda for 3rd October 2016:    

None were declared.  

 

73. Public Forum & Information Report by District Cllr Mrs J Gooding:    

Cllr Mrs J Gooding had given apologies as she was unable to attend the meeting. 

The Chairman welcomed District Cllr Mrs C Mason to the meeting and she was 

invited to update Members with any recent local news. She informed Members that 

the Local Plan Core Strategy would be extended from 2025 to 2031 and the 

proposal could allow the building of 400 homes per year, additional to those already 

with planning consent. Members felt that potential level of development was a high 

concern and agreed with Cllr Mrs Mason that it was vital to engage with residents 

during the consultation periods. It was noted the informal consultation had been 

extended to 24th October 2016 due to delays in arranging engagement workshops 

in the local area, and that formal consultation would occur sometime in March 2017. 

Members pointed out that Hawkwell’s own Local Plan engagement workshop had 

been poorly attended and it was viewed that the distribution of information to 

residents had not been well managed. Cllr Mrs Mason informed Members that 

budgetary discussions were underway at Rochford District Council (RDC) in order 

to be able to leaflet each house in the district with information about the Local Plan. 

Members agreed it was appropriate an article about the matter be placed in the next 

‘Hawkwell i’ newsletter.  

Cllr Mrs Mason also informed Members that a decision had been made to not 

consult with Parish Councils with regards to the Call for Sites analysis, which fell 

within the Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment 

(SHELAA). She further noted that the latest Call for Sites list had still not been 

shared and therefore a call for a Project Plan to be published had been made, 
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which would include a timetable of events. It was expected that the Project Plan 

would be published following approval at the RDC Full Council meeting; Cllr Mrs 

Mason encouraged Members to attend that meeting on 18th October 2016 at the 

Civic Suite, Rayleigh. 

Cllr Mrs Mason also distributed a Press Release from RDC regarding Superfast 

Broadband which had included information about new broadband coverage for a 

large field off of Ironwell Lane. She informed Members that Development Rights for 

that area had been successfully fought to date, but was now concerned by the 

possible implications in the Press Release. She further noted that existing 

residential areas in the Parish still faced issues with their internet connections. 

Cllr Mrs Mason was also asked about how things were progressing at Belchamps 

following disputes between the Scouting Group and residents. She told Members 

that matters were still unfortunately unresolved, with only a small level of progress 

seen. As the issues were all related to licensing matters and not planning, it had 

been agreed there would be little resolve unless a complaint to Natural England be 

lodged, which residents were reluctant to pursue. 

Cllr Mrs L Corsham mentioned her attendance at a Business Meeting in Southend 

which had discussed a connecting road from Southend to London. Members agreed 

this was not a matter for the Parish, but noted the update.  

There were no more questions and the Chairman thanked Cllr Mrs Mason for her 

attendance and update. Cllr Mrs Mason made special mention to Cllr Mrs Weir, 

noting her continued tenacity with regard to Planning matters.   

 

75. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Hawkwell Parish Council 

meeting held on 12th September 2016 and to destroy the notes in respect of 

that meeting:   

The minutes of the Meeting held on 12th September 2016 were approved as a 

correct record and Members agreed to the destruction of the notes in respect of that 

meeting.  

 

76. Financial Report (September 2016):  

The Clerk reported that 6 months into the financial year the budget was underspent 

at 40.9%, taking into account the funding received from the CIF. She reminded 

Members that the coming months would incur a higher expenditure and therefore 

should expect to see figures more in line. She further reported that Finance was on 

track, Parks was underspent at 39% and General Purposes (GP) was also 

underspent, but noted expenditure for GP would be higher during the Christmas 

period due to the provision of Christmas parcels and Christmas lighting. 

There were no questions and Members accepted the Financial Report.    

 

77. Action List Update (September 2016):  

76.1  Members noted a meeting had been arranged with Cllrs Mrs Weir, Mrs 

Young and the Clerk which would follow the evening’s Full Council 

meeting.   

76.2 Members were referred to Agenda item 7 (Minute 78).   

76.3 Cllr Mrs Young had agreed to take a photograph of her son on the new 

inclusive roundabout in Magnolia Park which would be ready for the next 

newsletter. Members also noted the opening ceremony date had been set 

for 3rd November 2016 at 2pm. 
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76.4 Cllr M Strubel was absent from the meeting and therefore unable to update 

Members about his attendance at the EALC AGM on the 22nd September 

2016. This would be provided at the next Full Council meeting. 

76.5 Members noted that Friends of the Rayleigh Mount had been advised to 

contact the local history recorder for Hawkwell, Mrs Margaret Chambers 

and it had been agreed to add an item to the next newsletter asking 

residents if they had any items they would be willing to donate.  

76.6 Cllr Mrs Weir informed Members she had attended the Network Rail Public 

Exhibition on the 1st October 2016 regarding the Anglian Level Crossing 

proposed closure at Barbara Close.  The event had been poorly attended 

and she had been the only person to represent the crossing at Barbara 

Close. The scheduled pre-meeting did not take place, but she was showed 

plans for the proposed new route which detoured 680 yards and ran from 

Barbara Close, along the Main Road, to Ironwell Lane. The Chairman 

raised concerns about the proposed access through Ironwell Lane, as 

historically there had been issues accessing that particular public footpath. 

She informed Members residents living nearby to the crossing had been 

consulted and of those who had responded, 50% indicated they had no 

concerns about closing the crossing. Cllr Mrs Weir felt the consultation had 

not reached enough people, noting the Ramblers’ Association had not been 

contacted and they were regular users of that route. She informed 

Members there was a questionnaire available for 21 days following the 

exhibition (deadline 21st October 2016) which would allow people to give 

their views about the crossing and she encouraged Members to fill them 

out. It was agreed to add the information to the Parish noticeboards and 

website. 

Members accepted the Action List update and agreed to the removal of closed 

items.  

 

78. Adult Gym: Claim Update 

The Clerk informed Members the matter was still to be finalised. The solicitor had 

confirmed the claimant had accepted settlement, but as the case involved a child a 

judge would need to make final approval; a date for the case to go to the judge was 

still to be arranged. It was also noted that the settlement sum would go into a trust 

and could only be accessed by the child when they reached their 18th birthday.   

Members reiterated their disappointment with the result of the claim and agreed the 

matter should be referred to the Parks Committee for further review. 

 

79. Budget Setting for 2017/18 and recommendation that Hawkwell Parish Council 

adopt the Fiscal Policy when setting the budget for 2017/18 (last agreed in 

October 2015):   

The Chairman drew Members’ attention to the Fiscal Policy and Members agreed 

to adopt the policy with regard to setting the budget for 2017/18. 

The Clerk outlined the budgeting timetable and explained the preliminary work was 

underway.  She reminded Members that there would be the possibility of last minute 

adjustments due to a tight timetable of reporting which relied on figures from RDC.  

District Cllr Mrs Mason informed Members that RDC had already had their first 

budget meeting and there were significant changes ahead, pointing out there would 

be no further grants from Central Government. She informed Members that the final 
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budget timetable would be ready in February 2017.  

Members agreed to a meeting on the 5th December 2016 to consider the draft 

Finance budget and agree the overall budget for 2017/18 for recommendation to 

Full Council at its January meeting. 

 

80. Autumn Newsletter:  

Members agreed the articles for inclusion: 

 

Article/Item Proposed author 

Magnolia Playground refurbishment (including small 

piece on subsequent criminal damage) 

The Clerk 

Christmas Church Services Office  

Power cut new number ‘105’ with additional 

information about National Grid  

Cllr R Gardner 

Friends of Rayleigh Mount – request to residents for 

historical material 

Cllr V Leach 

Pond work in Magnolia Cllr V Leach 

District Local Plan – information for residents Cllr Mrs Weir 

Level Crossing - proposed closure at Elizabeth Close Cllr Mrs Weir 

Community information Office  

Fly tipping – changes to waste facilities in local area 

(Reserve – to add dependent on space) 

The Clerk 

 

Cllr Binding enquired about the provision of salt bags for the winter period. The 

Clerk confirmed delivery had been received, but there were no surplus bags 

available to residents this year; therefore, an item would not be required in the 

newsletter. The Chairman reminded Members of the Groundsman’s efforts during 

periods of bad weather where he had tended to critical alleyways/walkways. 

Members noted this update.  

The Clerk’s proposed timetable was agreed and Members were reminded the 

deadline for article submission was 24th October 2016. 

 

81. Date for Christmas Parcels Working Group : Monday 7th November after Full 

Council Meeting:  

Members approved the meeting date and noted a packing date would be set at that 

meeting. 

 

82. Correspondence:  

1. Ashingdon & East Hawkwell Memorial Hall Committee Minutes – 26th May 

2016 – Members noted the minutes.  

2. EALC Legal Update – September 2016 – Members noted the update.  

3. Old Peoples Welfare for Rochford and District Committee Minutes – 14th 

September 2016 – Members noted the Minutes.  

4. ECC & Ringway Jacobs information on reporting maintenance issues – 

Members noted the information. Chairman Leach also stressed the importance 

of ensuring all pot holes were reported to Essex County Council (ECC).  
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5. Larger Local Council Forum (LLCF) notice of meeting and agenda – 12th 

October 2016 – Members approved the Chairman’s attendance at the LLCF. 

Any other Members interested in attending were asked to let the Clerk know.  

6. Essex Playing Fields Notice of AGM – 13th October 2016 – Members noted 

the date of the AGM and were asked to let the Clerk know if they would be 

attending.  

 

83. Receive Committee/Working Party Reports since last meeting:  

Planning Committee: Cllr Mrs Weir moved the minutes of the meeting held on 12th 

September 2016 which were accepted.  

Finance Committee: Cllr K Binding moved the minutes of the meeting held on the 

12th September 2016 which were accepted.  

Personnel Committee: Cllr Mrs Young moved the minutes of the meeting held on 

the 19th September 2016 which were accepted.  

Parks Committee: Cllr Mrs Young moved the minutes of the meeting held on the 

19th September 2016 which were accepted.  

 

84. Representatives Reports:  

Hockley & Hawkwell Old Peoples Welfare Committee – Cllr Mrs Weir 

reported there had been no meeting. 

Rochford Old Peoples Welfare Committee – Members were referred to the 

minutes received (Minute 82.3). 

Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils (RHALC) – Members 

were told a meeting was due to take place soon, but were unclear on the date.  

Hawkwell Village Hall – Cllr Mrs Young reported the Village Hall had 

appointed a new Hall Manager. The repairs to toilets were now complete along 

with the other refurbishments, and curtains were to be delivered.  

Ashingdon & East Hawkwell Memorial Hall MC – Cllr Leach informed Members 

there had been some changes to the committee structure following some problems. 

Two small committees were now in formation: one responsible for fundraising and 

the other responsible for prioritising potential work. Cllr Leach also told Members 

that there was a quiz night on the 28th October 2016 hosted by KAOS Youth Club. 

He requested Members interested in forming a team contact the Clerk. Cllr Leach 

also noted that KAOS was doing extremely well and were at capacity, but were 

actively seeking more volunteers. Members noted the update.  

Public Transport Liaison Group – Cllr Mrs Weir reported there had been no 

meeting. 

Robert Sudbury Trust – Members noted a meeting would be held following Full 

Council that evening.  

Information Reports:   

Community Meetings – Cllr Binding reported there been no meeting.  

 

85. Payment of Accounts:  

There were no questions and the payment of accounts paid since the last meeting 

(September payments) were approved together with agreement to pay any 

accounts due before the next meeting.    
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86. Summary of Decisions Taken:   

 Members encouraged to attend RDC Full Council meeting on 18th October at 

7:30pm for crucial timetable information regarding the Local Plan. 

 Meeting with the Trustees of the Robert Sudbury Trust to take place at 8:30pm. 

 Magnolia Park Playground Opening Ceremony confirmed for 3rd November 

2016 at 2pm. 

 Cllr M Strubel to update Members on his attendance at the EALC AGM at the 

next Full Council meeting.  

 Cllr Mrs Weir in receipt of questionnaires regarding the removal of the Barbara 

Close level crossing; deadline for submission 21st October 2016. Notices to go 

on Parish noticeboards and Members encouraged to fill out questionnaires.  

 Adult Gym Claim matter to be referred to Parks Committee for review.  

 Members agreed to adopt Fiscal Policy regarding setting of the Budget for 

2017/18. 

 2017/18 Budget timetable agreed with final approval to be sought at Full 

Council meeting in January 2017. 

 Articles for Autumn newsletter agreed and timetable approved, with deadline for 

article submission set for 24th October 2016. 

 Date for Christmas Parcels Working Group agreed – Monday 7th November 

2016, following the Full Council meeting.  

 Chairman to attend LLCF on 12th October 2016. Other Members interested in 

attending to contact the Clerk.  

 Members to contact the Clerk if attending Essex Playing Fields AGM on 13th 

October 2016. 

 Members interested in forming a quiz team for the KAOS Quiz Night held at 

Ashingdon & East Hawkwell Memorial Hall on 28th October 2016 to contact the 

Clerk or Chairman. 

  

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:33pm 

  

  

Chairman  


